GOVERNMENT OF MALTA

MINISTRY FOR EDUCATION, SPORT, YOUTH
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

OFFICE OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARY

CIRCULAR
Ref: PS 08/2025
From: The Permanent Secretary
To: Public Officers within MEYR
Subject Communication with Media
Date: 4th March, 2025

Reference is made to Circular number DES/DQSE/04/2008 (Annex 1) and Circular number DES/28/2024

(Annex 2), both of which address the responsibilities of public officers in dealing with the media.

To ensure clarity and simplicity in the procedures, all public officers within this Ministry are reminded
that it is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with the content and to adhere with the

established procedures outlined in the following directive and central policies:
- Directive 5 — Political Participation and Communications with the Media
- Public Service Management Code

- Policy on the use of social media in the Public Service

As a way forward, only this circular will serve as the reference for all public officers within this Ministry

regarding communication with the media.

Matthew Vella

Permanent Secretary
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Suggett: Komunikazzjoni mal-Media

Gheziez Kapijiet ta’ Skejjel,

Qed nircievu rikjesta ghal direzzjoni minn diversi skejjel dwar komunikazzjoni mal-media. Wiehed
jehraf bi pjacir li I-media jaghtu importanza lill-edukazzjoni u li I-pubbliku jibqa’ infurmat u edukat
dwar aspetti li jikkon¢ernaw l-edukazzjoni tat-tfal, zghazagh u adulti Maltin u Ghawdxin. Ghalhekk
huwa mportanti li l-messagg taghna bhala Direttorati u Kulleggi jkun koerenti u jirrifletti d-
direzzjoni stabbilita. Nixtiequ nfakkru li kull komunikazzjoni mal-media ghandha ssir permezz tad-
Direttorati kkonc¢ernati. Kull impjegat fil-kapacita’ professjonali tieghu jew taghha, meta mistiedna
biex jaghtu xi kumment jew jaghtu xi kontribut ta’ artiklu, ghandhom jiddiskutu dan mad-Direttorat
ikkoncernat. Biex niffaccilitaw il-process nixtiequ li qabel ma taghtu kontribut fil-kapacita’
professjonali taghkom lill-media tiktbu email dwar is-suggett u l-kuntest ta’ l-istedina indirizzata il
dg.des.educie gov.mt jew dg.dgse.educ@gov.mt. Napprezzaw hafna l-kooperazzjoni taghkom ilkoll.
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GOVERNMENT OF MALTA

MINISTRY FOR EDUCATION, SPORT, YOUTH
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATIONAL

CIRCULAR
Ref: DG DES 28/2024
From: Ritianne Borg Saliba, Director General Educational Services
To: Permanent Secretary

Directors General / Chief Information Officers
Heads / Directors / Assistant Directors

Heads of College Network

Heads of All State Schools

Education Officers / Heads of Department

Subject: Policy on the Participation of Educators in Media Appearances in Their
Professional Capacity

Date: 25t September 2024

Objective

This policy outlines the guidelines and procedures for educators (all grades) regarding their
participation and appearances in media, including television, radio, blogs or newspaper articles,
when participating as public service employees within schools in Malta and Gozo. The
participation and contribution of educators to the public debate are encouraged. Establishing
guidelines will ensure that while the debate on educational matters is healthy, this is done
without compromising the system's integrity.

Definition
For the purpose of this policy, ‘educators’'refers to all educators within the educational system,
including teachers, SLT members, Heads of Schools and the Head of College Network (HCN).

Media Appearances

This policy refers to educators participating in media appearances (TV, radio, newspapers,
vblog, podcast or online publications) provided that the subject matter is directly related to the
national curriculum, pedagogy methods, policies, specific initiatives, or other topics directly
linked to the educational system in Malta and Gozo.

Approval Process

Educators wishing to participate in media appearances must seek prior approval from their line
manager. The request for approval must be submitted in writing, specifying the nature of the
media appearance, topics discussed, and the media house involved. It is the applicant’s
responsibility to ensure that the request reaches the Director General of the Department of
Educational Services (DG DES). Prior approval is in line with the PSMC, which provides
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specific guidelines regarding the conduct of public officers, including their appearances in the
media.'

Representation of the Education System
If approval is granted, educators participating in media must adhere to a strict representation

policy:

e Ensure that their comments reflect the policies, guidelines, and objectives of the
Ministry for Education, Sport, Youth, Research, and Innovation (MEYR).

e Statements perceived as politically-biased or compromising the educational system's
neutrality are to be avoided.

Media Content Guidelines
e Educators must ensure that the content discussed in media appearances is factual,
based on current data, professional, and aligns with educational priorities.
e Participation should not result in the promotion of personal opinions, political
ideologies, or any content unrelated to education.

Conflict of Interest
Educators must not participate in media appearances that pose a conflict of interest with their
professional duties or could undermine their position as impartial and responsible educators.

Policy Observation
The Head of School (HoS) and Head of College Network (HCN) should ensure adherence to
this policy. Any breaches of the policy are to be referred to the DG DES for review and ensuing

action.

Conclusion

Educators have a role in positively representing the educational community in public forums.
This policy aims to guide them in contributing to discussions on education while maintaining
professional standards and safeguarding the integrity of the educational system.

Ritianne Borg Saliba
Director General
Department for Educational Services

1 Public officers shall not participate in any radio, television or press programme, or write in newspapers, journals,
or other publications, or speak in public on matters relating to the policies, decisions or actions of the Government,
unless they have obtained prior permission from their Permanent Secretary or Head of Department. In giving such
permission, the Permanent Secretary or Head of Department shall ensure that the public officer will not make
statements which are politically biased or controversial in nature, or that could compromise the impartiality of the
public service (Public Service Management Code (PSMC) - Version 1/2022, Section 4.4, Government of Malta).
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